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Constitution of The Imperial Court of Hamilton – Wentworth Society Inc.

March 10, 1996



Amended March 1, 2005

Article 1
Name

1.01
The name of the organization shall be THE IMPERIAL COURT OF HAMILTON-WENTWORTH SOCIETY INC. (T.I.C.O.H.W.) with 



jurisdiction over the Imperial City, administrating to the regional municipality of Hamilton, the counties of Brant, Halton and including waters extending in a straight line from Oakville to Winona.

Article 2
Definitions

2.01
By-laws shall mean rules and regulations that govern the articles in the Constitution.

2.02
Closed Meeting shall mean a meeting open to only the members of the Society in good standing.

2.03
College of Monarchs shall be the body consisting of all Heads of State invited by previous Heads of State.

2.04
Community shall mean all homophile/homophile-positive residents/organizations in the Imperial realm.

2.05
Constitution shall mean the governing documents.

2.06
Coronation shall mean the event that marks the completion of the reign of the current Monarchs and the crowning of the new Monarchs.

2.07
Elections shall mean the annual polling that elects the Emperor and Empress of the Imperial realm.

2.08
Eligible Member shall be an individual/life member who is entitled to a vote at a meeting.

2.09
Emperor and Empress shall mean the reigning Monarch(s) or Monarch regent(s).

2.10
Executive shall mean the elected and appointed officers of the Society.

2.11
General Meeting shall mean a meeting open to all residents of the Imperial realm.

2.12
Governing Body shall mean the assemblage of representatives of all recognized Baronies, Ducal Courts and Imperial Courts

2.13
Homophile shall mean men and women of the same liking.

2.14
Homophile-Positive shall mean those persons that support homophiles in a positive manner.

2.15
Imperial Realm shall mean the geographical boundaries of The Imperial Court of Hamilton-Wentworth
2.16
International Alliance of Courts shall mean all Baronies, Ducal Courts or Imperial Courts officially recognized by the governing board.

2.17
Investiture shall mean an event at which titles are bestowed upon worthwhile persons/organizations.

2.18
Monarchic shall mean the creation of an annual house.

2.19
Rebel Court shall mean any Barony, Ducal Court or Imperial Court not recognized by the International Alliance of Courts.

2.20
Regal Symbol shall mean a seal, ring or coat of arms.

2.21
Society shall mean The Imperial Court of Hamilton-Wentworth Society Inc.
Article 3 
Purpose

3.01
Operating with a non-for-profit status and recognizing that homophile/ homophile-positive people/organizations are a community within the Imperial Realm and, also that these people and their organizations are the best able to fulfill community objectives in a non-discriminatory/ non-political/non-partisan format, the purpose of the Society shall be:

3.02
To promote and support understanding of the Society throughout the Imperial Realm.

3.03
To support an annual monarchic system within the Society.

3.04
To promote and support the International Alliance of Courts.

3.05
To foster co-operation between the many homophile, homophile-positive organizations for better understanding.

3.06
To conduct and participate in fundraising events for the community and charities.

3.07
To offer counseling and assistance to its members.

3.08
To provide and publish information on activities and accomplishments.

Article 4
Memberships

4.01

There shall be three (3) types of memberships in the Society:



(a) Individual Memberships
(b) Affiliate Memberships




(c) Junior Memberships

4.02
A member expelled for a proven criminal activity shall forfeit all present future rights to a membership within the Society.

4.03
Memberships will not be granted to any person who is not in good standing or has been expelled from a Barony, Ducal Court or Imperial Court belonging to the International Alliance of Courts.

4.04
Life Titles may be granted to those individuals who have served the Society as either Emperor or Empress or any person awarded this distinction by the reigning monarchs and upon ratification by the Executive.

Article 5
Organizational Structure

5.01
There Society shall conduct business through the Executive, which shall consist of no less than four (4) positions elected by the membership at the Annual General Meeting, the Emperor and Empress, two (2) positions appointed by the Emperor and Empress and two (2) members of the College of Monarchs who shall be appointed by the College of Monarchs by letter of appointment.

5.02
The executive positions elected by the general membership shall be:  




i. Chairperson



ii. Co-Chairperson

iii. Recording/Corporate/Membership Secretary

iv. Treasurer

5.03
The Executive positions appointed by the Emperor and Empress shall be:



i. Social Convenor


ii. Coronation Co-Ordinator

5.04
Appointments to the Executive by the Emperor and Empress shall be subject to ratification by a vote of the Executive.

5.05
Executive members shall hold office until a new Executive is elected at a duly constituted Annual General Meeting to be held not more than forty-five (45) days after the date of the annual Coronation night.

5.06
All business of the previous Executive must be completed and turned over to the new Executive not more than forty-five (45) days after the annual Coronation night.

5.07
The Emperor and Empress shall be elected in an election or acclamation by resident members living within the boundaries governed by The Imperial Court of Hamilton-Wentworth to be held within ten (10) days prior to the annual Coronation night.

5.08
Any Emperor and Empress who has been impeached during their reign shall be deemed to have not completed their reign.

5.09                 Staggered terms of service will be in place commencing the AGM 2009

                        Chair---------------Two year term.

                        Treasurer---------- Two year term.

                        Staggered terms of service will be in place commencing the AGM 2010

                        Vice chair----------Two year term.

                        Secretary-----------Two year term.

Article 6
Executive Responsibilities

6.01
Shall be outlined in the by-laws.

6.02
Any member of the Executive Council who does not fulfill the duties and responsibilities of their position may receive a vote of non-confidence by a majority vote of the Executive Council and be suspended from Executive, following articles 12.01 and 12.03 of the Constitution. Suspension of the said Executive Council member shall be brought to a General Membership meeting within fourteen (14) days of suspension, for a vote of non-confidence by the General Membership.

6.03
The treasurer shall give an accurate monthly financial statement of income and expenses in the newsletter.

Article 7
Finances

7.01
The signing officers are the Chairperson and the Treasurer. One alternate signatory shall be appointed from Executive, excluding the Emperor and Empress.

7.02
A percentage of all Court fundraisers shall be remitted to the general operating expenses of the Court to a maximum of $200.00 (two hundred dollars). This percentage shall be determined each reign by the Executive Council.

7.03
The Court’s licensed Bingo shall be exempt from article 7.02.
7.04
A minimum of one thousand dollars ($1000.00) shall be carried over each reign for general operating expenses including the courts website www.ticohw.com.

7.05
The court website www.ticohw.com is to be renewed each year.

7.06                 One signing officer on the bank account must be from the college.

Article 8
Meetings

8.01
All meetings shall be conducted according to the spirit of Robert’s Rules of Order with the Chairperson casting the deciding vote.

8.02
The Constitution shall supersede Robert’s Rules of Order.

8.03
Executive meetings shall be held not less than once per month with written or verbal notification given by the Chairperson no less than twenty-four (24) hours prior.

8.04
An executive meeting may be called by any member who petitions the Chairperson forty-eight (48) hours prior to the calling of that meeting.

8.05
General meetings shall be held not less than once (1) per year. Notification of general meetings shall be sent with newsletter or under separate cover to all members in good standing no less than ten (10) days prior to that meeting.

8.06
Members may petition the Chairperson for general meeting by submitting a written petition with the signatures of no less than ten (10) percent of the members in good standing.

8.07
This general meeting shall be held within twenty-one (21) days of receipt by the Chairperson of the petition requesting such a meeting.

8.08
A quorum for the transaction of business at any general meeting shall be the lesser of fifteen (15) members or fifty (50) per cent of the eligible members.

8.09
A quorum for the transaction of business at any meeting of the Executive shall be fifty (50) percent of the Executive members.

8.10
The Emperor, Empress, Treasurer, Secretary, Co-Chair and two (2) members from the College of Monarchs shall have one (1) vote each at Executive meetings.

8.11
The Chairperson shall hold no vote at Executive or General meetings unless a vote results in a tied or locked vote and then the Chairperson shall be entitled to one (1) vote to break the tie.

8.12
No Council member shall hold more than one (1) vote.

8.13
Issues not resolved by the Executive Council shall be taken to the College of Monarchs for advice.

8.14
Issues not resolved after advice from the College of Monarchs shall be resolved by the membership.

8.15
Voting on any issue shall only be done at meetings, not by telephone.

Article 9
Proxies

9.01
Proxy votes will not be accepted at any meetings.

Article 10 
Election of the Emperor and Empress

10.01
The Coronation night shall be held within ten (10) days of the election. The election shall be open to all resident members within the Imperial realm and is restricted to those who have attained nineteen (19) years of age.

10.02
Eligible voters are those persons who reside within the geographical boundaries of the Imperial realm.

10.03
Eligibility for seeking election as either Emperor or Empress is restricted to those persons who have been a resident and member within the Imperial Realm for no less than one (1) year from midnight of the first General Meeting.

10.04
An Emperor or Empress who has been impeached shall not be allowed to run for the position of Emperor or Empress, unless they have been reinstated and have served actively in the court for a minimum of one year and have been accepted back into the College and served one year in that present reign.

10.05
An Emperor or Empress who has successfully completed their reign shall not be allowed to run until they have served one (1) year of community service after their dowager year.

10.06
Any person seeking election as either Emperor or Empress must have attained at least twenty-one (21) years of age by the annual Coronation night and not be restricted from international.

10.07
The election of the Emperor and Empress shall be administered by the Vice-Chairperson in accordance with the election documents/by-laws.

10.08
Should there be no candidate for the position of either Emperor and/or Empress, the College will hold and election from all active college members to serve as regent Emperor and/or Empress.

10.09
Should there be no Past Monarch willing to accept the position of either regent Emperor and or Regent Empress, the Dowager Monarch(s) of the present reign will be required to serve the term as Regent(s).

10.10
Should no previous Monarch accept a request to act as Regent, the latest elected Monarchs shall reign.

10.11
Previous Monarchs must be an active College Member to be considered for the position of Regent Emperor or Empress, on the College of Monarchs for that present year.

10.12
Should there only be one (1) candidate for the position of either Emperor or Empress. The candidate if approved by the College of Monarchs and the current Executive will be automatically acclaimed as the new Emperor or Empress on coronation night.

10.13
Each current resident member of the Imperial Realm that wishes to vote must first complete a ballot registration form and produce identification of their residence status within the Imperial Realm, containing their name, address and date of birth.

10.14
Every current resident member who fills out the ballot registration form and shows identification shall be given a ballot.

10.15
Voting privileges will be limited to members only of The Imperial Court of Hamilton – Wentworth. All those wishing to vote must be registered members 14 days prior to coronation.

10.16
The Emperor and Empress will not be required to have a police clearance. If they are unable to cross the border into the United States of America, then they will need to have representation at Buffalo’s Coronation by a member of the Imperial Family. At the time of application, the candidate must have plans as to how they will be represented in the United States of America.

10.17
At the close of the advance poll location(s), the sealed ballot box shall be placed in safekeeping until the evening of the close of the regular station.  The advance poll ballots shall be counted along with regular ballots.

10.18
Polling for elections will take place the Thursday prior to coronation for a period of 2 hours and the night of coronation for a period of 2 hours.

10.19
Any person seeking election as Emperor or Empress must organize 2 successful fundraisers during their wannabe year.

10.20               All proceeds from Candidates Campaign shows will go back through the Court as Charitable donations

Article 11
Court

11.01
The Emperor and Empress shall choose a name for their house and shall appoint such titles in order to assist them in fulfilling the objectives of the Society during the reign.

11.02
Titles shall not be bestowed upon any person who are not in good standing or expelled from a Barony, Ducal Court or Imperial Court belonging to The International Alliance of Courts.

11.03
The Emperor and Empress shall represent the Society as goodwill ambassadors.

11.04
The Emperor and Empress must both attend Coronations/Adornments of the following Courts, Ducal Courts or Baronies in BUFFALO, New York, LONDON, Ontario, ST.CATHARINES, Ontario, and TORONTO, Ontario.

11:05
Lifetime and Ultima titles shall only be bestowed upon members in good standing by the reigning Emperor and/or Empress.

11.06
All College of Monarch members must attend at least one (1) out-of-town Coronation/Adornment and hold one (1) fundraiser during each reign to retain their vote on the College.

11.07
All members of the College of Monarchs must attend all meetings without missing more then three (3) meetings to retain vote and seat each term.

Article 12
Impeachment/Expulsion

12.01
Any member may lose the support of the Society and be impeached/expelled if for any reason they fail to represent the Society in an appropriate manner. This will be by a seventy-five (75) percent vote of the members present at a closed meeting duly constituted for that purpose.

12.02
The Executive shall cause to send written notice to the said member of all charges to be made at the meeting convened to determine the expulsion of that member. This written notice shall be given to the member no less than seven (7) days prior to the meeting.

12.03
A member shall have the right to be represented at a meeting that is convened for expulsion. All charges shall be made at this time and the member and/or representative may defend their actions prior to a vote of expulsion.

Article 13
Death, Abdication or Impeachment of a Monarch

13.01
In the event of a Monarchs death, abdication or impeachment, the College will hold an election from all active College members to serve as Regent Emperor and or Empress for the balance of the Reign.

13.02
Titles given by the impeached or abdicated Monarch in the Imperial Family shall be withdrawn upon receiving a majority vote by the Executive.

13.03
All privileges granted by the Society to a Monarch who has been impeached shall be revoked immediately upon their impeachment.

13.04
A Monarch who has been impeached or abdicates shall not be entitled to attend their step-down in an official capacity.

Article 14
Vacant Executive Positions

14.01
Should an elected position on the Executive become vacant, the Executive shall, at its discretion



1.
Appoint another member of the Executive to carry out the 


responsibilities of the vacant position.

2.
Appoint another member of the Society to fill the vacant position.

3.
Request the membership to elect a new member to the Executive.

4.
Leave the position vacant.

Article 15
State Crowns and Regalia

15.01
State crowns and regalia shall at all times remain the property of the Society.

15.02
State crowns and regalia shall be returned to the Imperial Treasury ninety (90) days after Coronation night. The Monarchs and the Imperial Crown Prince and Princess shall supply their own personal regalia for their reign but will be allowed access to such regalia as they wish for their step-down.

15.03
The College of Monarchs shall be responsible for the safe storage, inventory and presentation of the State Regalia belonging to the Society.

Article 16
Dissolution of the Society

16.01
A motion to dissolve the Society requires a special duly constituted closed meeting with seventy-five (75) percent of the eligible members present ana recorded vote.

16.02
Upon dissolvement of the Society, the Executive shall have forty-five (45) days to disburse its debt and obligations.

16.03
Any funds remaining after article 16.02 is complied with shall be allocated to such organizations promoting the same objectives of the Society and recognized by the Department of National Revenue (Government of Canada)

Article 17
Amendment to the Constitution and By-laws

17.01
Amendments to the Constitution may be made upon approval by a two-third (2/3) vote of the membership in attendance at a closed meeting, at which, motion(s) to amend the Constitution is to be decided.

17.02
Motions to amend the Constitution must be circulated to the membership, in writing, not less than fourteen (14) days in advance of a closed meeting at which the motion(s) will be decided upon. The date, time and place of this meeting must accompany the motion(s) to amend the Constitution.

17.03
Amendments to the Constitution must be proposed, in writing, to the Vice-Chairperson who shall receive the proposed amendment(s) and advise either acceptance or rejection to the Executive. Any approved proposed amendments must be presented back to the membership as a motion to amend the Constitution within fourteen (14) days of receipt.

17.04
By-laws may be amended by a majority vote of the Executive.

17.05
Any eligible member may petition, in writing, to the Vice-Chairperson, proposed amendments to the By-laws.

Article 18
Election Document By-laws

18.01
Shall mean the documents/By-laws governing the procedures and policies of the annual Election for the Emperor and Empress positions of the Society.

Article 19
Proclamations

19.01
Imperial proclamations shall not infringe upon the Constitution.

19.02

Imperial proclamations that infringe upon the By-laws must be ratified by 


the Executive.

19.03

The Emperor and Empress may each make two (2) proclamations, which 


include lifetime and Ultima titles during their reign.

19.04
All proclamations shall be approved in writing by the College of Monarchs and ratified by a seventy-five (75) percent vote of the executive Council.

Article 20
Travel Requirements

20.01
The Emperor and Empress must both attend four (4) additional out-of-province Coronations/Adornments not mentioned in article 11.04 (COURT).

20.02
The Imperial Crown Prince and Princess must both attend one (1) western out of province Coronation/Adornment, one (1) eastern out of province Coronation/Adornment, as well as two (2) of the Diamond Coronations/Adornments to receive their step down walk and retain their title and number.

20.03
The Imperial Crown Prince and Princess must both attend two (2) out of the four (4) surrounding Coronations/Adornments of St. Catharines, Toronto, London, Ontario or Buffalo, New York.

20.04               The Imperial Crown Prince and Imperial Crown Princess must both host two fundraisers each during their reigning year to receive their stop down walk and retain their title and number.

20.05               All proceeds from investitures will be split accordingly 15% general fund, 155 coronation fund, 70% travel fund.

                        Any reigning Empress or Emperor attending and out of town coronation will be reimbursed the cost of the coronation ticket as well as the victory brunch ticket from the travel fund account.

Article 21
College of Monarchs Responsibilities

21.01
The College of Monarchs shall resolve all issues concerning Protocol.

21.02

The College of Monarchs shall be responsible for the rules and regulations 

pertaining to titling of members.

21.02
The College of Monarchs shall oversee the production of all Court Pageants.

21.03
The College of Monarchs shall be responsible for booking the venue for the annual Coronation weekend.  This will include signing the contract.

21.04               A College member who no longer resides in the Hamilton area may still sit and retain a vote on the College if they attend the College meetings,  The college member may also hold a position on the executive.

21.05              To retain a vote on the college, a College member must hold one 

                       fund-raising event per year and not miss more than three meeting during 

                       the calendar year.

Article 22
Step-down Pins

22.01
If the current Reign has raised a minimum of $10,000.00 (ten thousand dollars) 30 days prior to Coronation, the Court shall pay $250.00 (two hundred and fifty dollars) towards the cost of the step-down pins for the Emperor and Empress.

22.02
If the current Reign has raised a minimum of $15,000.00 (fifteen thousand dollars) 30 days prior to Coronation, the court shall pay $500.00 (five hundred dollars) towards the cost of the step-down pins for the Emperor and Empress.

22.03
If the current Reign has raised a minimum of $20,000.00 (twenty thousand dollars) 30 days prior to Coronation, the Court shall pay $750.00 (seven hundred and fifty dollars) towards the cost of the step-down pins for the Emperor and Empress.

22.04
If the current Reign has raised $25,000.00 (twenty five thousand dollars) or more 30 days prior to Coronation, the Court shall pay $1,000.00 (one thousand dollars) towards the cost of the step-down pins for the Emperor and Empress.

22.05
In determining the amount the Court shall pay the Emperor and Empress, all funds raised from Court’s licensed Bingo shall be excluded from calculating the total money raised for reign.

22.06
If the total cost of the step-down pins is less than the money allocated by the Court in articles 22.01 to 22.04, the Court shall pay the lesser amount.

By-laws of The Imperial Court of Hamilton-Wentworth Society Inc.

All By-laws are numbered sequentially.

All new By-laws will continue in this sequence.

At the end of each By-laws, in square brackets [ ],

There is the original Constitutional Article number.

Article 4 - 
Membership

1.
Individual membership shall entitle the holder to both voice and vote at General Meetings upon remittance of the annual membership fee and is restricted to those residing in the Imperial Realm who have attained nineteen (19) years of age by the time of application for such membership.



[4.01]

2.
Affiliate membership shall entitle the holder to voice and no vote at General Meetings upon remittance of the annual membership fee and is restricted to those not residing in the Imperial Realm who have attainted nineteen (19) years of age by the time of application for such membership.


[4.01]

3.
Junior membership shall entitle the holder to no voice and no vote at any meeting upon remittance of the annual membership fee to those between the ages of sixteen (16) and nineteen (19) years of age. [4.01]
4.
A member shall cease membership if they fail to pay the annual membership fee. Any member may withdraw from the membership in the Society by notifying the Executive in writing, of their intention. Membership fees are non-refundable. Membership expires at midnight on the date of the Annual General Meeting, which must be held within forty-five days after Coronation night. [4.01]

Article 6
Executive Responsibilities

5.
The Emperor and Empress shall represent the Society as its goodwill ambassadors at in-town and out-of-town functions. They shall attend Executive and General Meetings. [6.01]

6.
The Chairperson shall be responsible for the calling of meetings and ensuring that the Society meetings proceed according to parliamentary procedures and shall be the spokesperson for the Executive with no vote on any matter arising from the Society’s business, unless such business results in a tied or locked vote and, then, the Chairperson shall be entitled to one (1) vote to break the tie. [6.01]

7.
The Vice-Chairperson shall act as Chairperson in all matters arising if the Chairperson is not available and is responsible for the Constitution and Elections procedure/documents/by-laws to ensure that the rules and regulations thereto attached shall be enforced. [6.01]
8.
The Recording/Corporate/Membership Secretary shall be responsible for all duties of a secretarial nature and shall report the minutes of all meetings. They shall report the minutes of previous meetings at the next duly constituted general meeting. They shall establish and maintain the letters, membership records and correspondence of the Society as well as publish a newsletter. These responsibilities may be delegated in part or in whole by the Secretary, with the majority approval of the Executive, to any general member. In the absence of the Secretary, any general member may be appointed to fulfill the duties of the Secretary, by a majority vote of the Executive. [6.01]

9.
A Recording Secretary may be appointed to take minutes of a meeting by the Chairperson. This person is not necessarily an Executive member, but can also be a general member. This Recording Secretary only records the minutes of the meeting and turns them over to the Chairperson for computations and printing. This appointed position shall hold no vote at meetings of the Executive.

10.
The Treasurer shall be responsible for the finances of the Society. They shall also maintain the financial records and produce written financial statements monthly, in accordance with Generally Acceptable Accounting Principles (G.A.A.P) as defined by The Canadian Institute of Chartered Accountants. The Treasurer will be responsible to produce for the viewing of any member books and records at the end of each and every meeting.

11.
The Social Convenor shall maintain a concurrent list of members and volunteers and shall co-ordinate these people for the benefits and functions and shall work closely with the titled “Court Minister of Protocol” to establish the agreements and responsibilities of the events. [6.01]
12.
The Coronation Co-ordinator shall be responsible for all functions in the week prior to Coronation, Coronation night and Victory celebrations. They shall report all activities, proposals, budgets and information to the Executive for approval. [6.01]

13.
Any member of the Executive who is or was on the Executive within its current term of office shall not automatically be allowed to seek position of either Monarch as a candidate until their term of office is, or would have, expired. Individuals in this situation shall petition the Executive for permission to be a candidate and upon majority approval of the Executive, shall be allowed to proceed. [6.01]

Article 10-
Election of the Emperor and Empress

14.
All persons who wish to seek election as either Emperor or Empress shall be required to submit an application form that is provided, no less than sixty (60) days prior to the election date, accompanied with the required application fee. Upon receipt of the set fee each candidate shall receive an elections document detailing the requirements of a candidate. The fee shall be set annually by the Executive. [10.03]

15.
Any Executive member seeking candidacy for Emperor/Empress does not have Executive vote on issues regarding elections or campaigning at Executive meetings, thus retaining only a general vote at General meetings regarding these issues. The Chairperson must step down form any issue regarding elections or campaigning if seeking candidacy. [10.03]
16.
All applicants shall be interviewed by a quorum of the Executive and the College of State to ensure that they have an understanding of the responsibilities of the position. Interviews shall be held no less than forty-five (45) days prior to the election date. [10.03]

17.
The interview shall be held without the current Emperor or Empress in attendance and shall be chaired by a member of the College of State, appointed by the College of State. [10.03]

18.
If a majority of the Interviewing Board feels the applicant is prepared to undertake the responsibilities of the position, they shall accept the application and permit the applicant to seek election as either Emperor or Empress, for that election. [10.03]
19.
All applicants shall be notified as to the acceptance/rejection of their candidacy within seven (7) days of completion of the interviews, by the Chairperson of the Interview Board, after a secret vote has been taken. If any candidate is not accepted the fee shall be refunded. [10.03]

Article 11-
Court

20.
The Imperial Crown Prince and Princess shall not hold any Court Pageant titles. [n/a]

21.
Any fundraisers held by Court Pageant title holders, i.e., Mr. Skyway and Miss Skyway, Mr. Gay Hamilton-Wentworth and Miss Gay Hamilton-Wentworth, shall be Court/Coronation fundraisers. [n/a]

Article 12-
Impeachment of a Member of the Executive

22.
An executive member may be removed from their position by a seventy-five (75) percent vote of the members in good standing who are in attendance at a closed meeting specially convened for this purpose. [12.01]

23.
An Executive member shall have the right to representation at a special duly constituted meeting. All charges shall be made at this meeting and they shall have the right to defend their actions. [12.03]

24.
Written notice of all chargers to be made at a closed meeting shall be given to the said Executive member no less than seven (7) days prior to this meeting by the Chairperson. [12.02]

25.
An Executive member removed shall retain their membership within the Society. [n/a]

Article 18-
Elections Document

26.
The Vice-Chairperson shall be responsible for the printing of the elections documents and all the ballot books, advertising and forms necessary to complete the election process. The costs of running such election shall be born by the Society. [18.01]

27.
The Vice-Chairperson shall appoint a Supervising Deputy Returning Officer to take charge of the election proper. This Supervising Returning Officer may appoint as many Volunteer Deputy Returning Officers and Poll Clerks as needed to provide the smoothest running of the election. [18.01]

29.
All printed/published campaign material shall commence no earlier than twenty-one (21) days prior to the polling date. [18.01]

30.
Public announcement of candidacy shall take place no earlier than twenty-one (21) days prior to the polling date. At such time, printed/published/recorded materials may be displayed. [18.01]

31.
No election or campaign material shall be allowed on or within the polling building(s). [18.01]

32.
A poster containing all the candidates shall be placed in the polling station(s). This poster shall contain an alphabetic list, according to stage name, with alias name in parenthesis and a photograph clearly indicating who each candidate is. [18.01]

33.
After the concurrence of the tabulation of the number of registration forms to the ballots cast, they shall be given to the Vice-Chairperson to hold and retain until eleven (11) business days after Coronation night. [18.01]


34.
Eleven (11) business days after Coronation night, if no irregularities of ballot count, or no candidate has requested a recount, the registration form of voters shall be given over to the Secretary to establish a mailing list of those persons interested in the Society as indicated. [18.01]

35.
The ballot shall list the candidates for Emperor and Empress  offices in alphabetic sequence using stage name with alias in parenthesis. [18.01]

36.
The only acceptable ballots cast are those clearly indicate the choice of the voter. Any ballot that has more than one mark for an individual position shall be discounted. [18.01]

37.
The marked ballots shall be placed in a sealed ballot box after being returned by the voter to the Deputy Returning Officer. [18.01]

38.
At the close of regular voting on Election Day, the appointed Official Tabulator shall count all ballots cast during the election. [18.01]

39.
The ballot box with the ballots, after tabulation, shall be resealed and stored by the Supervising Deputy Returning Officer until eleven (11) business days after Coronation night, when they shall be given to the Vice-Chairperson for destruction within an hour. [18.01]
40.
The Vice-Chairperson, immediately after the official counts of all ballots, shall be given the ballot stubs and all unused ballots to hold in trust for eleven (11) business days. [18.01]

41.
The name of the Emperor and Empress Elect shall be placed in separate sealed envelopes and retained by the Official Tabulator and shall not be revealed until the appropriate time on Coronation night. [18.01]

42.
The appointed Official Tabulator must be responsible person hired and paid by the Society to perform this function; a lawyer, accountant, etc. This person shall receive a complimentary ticket to attend Coronation night, to perform the last of their functions, which is to present sealed envelopes. [18.01]

43.
Any disputes with regard to the administration of application of these regulations shall be resolved by the Executive of the Society within three (3) days of the polling. [18.01]
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